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How libraries promote reading to give an impression of 

the diversity of cultures, languages and life 
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Outline of the lecture 

Å 5 guiding questions about library services 

to children 

 

Å 3 steps to promote reading programs for 

preschool children and families in libraries 

with ñmoving storiesò: 

 
-    Step 1: Language, literacy and movement must be 

seen as one context. 

-    Step 2: Language and pictures promote an 

interactive and moving process to discover the power of 

imagination. 

-    Step 3: Such an interactive process can be 

understood in sense of the polish pedagogue Janusz 

Korczak (1878-1942) and  his ideas of childrenôs needs 

and rights. 

  

Å 8 guiding principles to find answers and to 

create moving library programs, based on 

the UN childrenôs rights 

 

Come together ï  

Moving stories in the library 
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 5 guiding questions about library services to children 

 
  

In a discourse on ñLibrary Services to children and urgent international cooperationñ at the 

IFLA Congress 2003 in Berlin Prof. Birgit Dankert (Hamburg) presented globally relevant 

questions pertaining to the programs offered by childrenôs libraries: 
 

 

ÅWhich library services help children to survive? 

 

ÅWhich library services 

 help to overcome deficits in childrenôs everyday life? 

 

ÅWhich library services  

make children independent from a violent surrounding? 

 

ÅWhich library services support intercultural values? 

 

ÅWhich library services  

guarantee most environmental and cultural protection? 
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Step 1:  

Language, literacy and movement must be seen as one 

context 
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Even before children can express themselves through 

language, they already have an understanding of the nature 

or function of the objects around them.  
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Every story can be accompanied by gestures.  

Each playful idea offers the possibility of both: 

movement and speech.  
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Some activities involve an invitation to families to go in the nature. 
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www.amira-pisakids.de is a homepage with multi-lingual stories for families.  

The story ñThe wind and the childò offers a lot of possibilities for activities  

with all senses ï inside and outside: 
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There are some possibilities to play with the words and pictures of the story. 
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Kamishibai means... 

 

....I can actively contribute to this process.  

....I can envision my very own images.  

....I can use them to describe a course of action and to discover  

the power of imagination.  

 

All of those are essential competences for learning processes  

in front of a monitor as well.  

  

 

  

Step 2:  

Language and pictures promote an interactive and 

moving process to discover the power of imagination.  
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All these elements together ï pictures, oral language and the magic of 

stories ï are important to shape their identities and lives; to make sense 

of what happens to them.  
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With Kamishibai, they can draw and tell their stories with pictures and 

oral language, with gestures and objects, with colors, fantasy and joy.   

 

objects 

colors  

fantasy 

ideas 
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Families of different countries and cultures are involved to realize this 

multilingual program with us. The pictures help the children to 

understand, because they listen to the words and ñreadò the pictures. 

 


